original and of translations into no less than eight foreign languages, show the high estimation in which it is held. As a systematic work on surgery it has merits of a high order. It is methodical and concise?and on the whole clear and accurate. The most necessary information is conveyed in the shortest and simplest form. Minor details and fruitless speculations are avoided. It is, in fact essentially a practical book. This work was first published nearly twenty years ago, and its solid and permanent reputation has no doubt led Mr. South to undertake the present translation of the latest edition of it, which, we are informed, is still passing through the press in Germany. We should have felt at a loss to select any one better qualified for the task than the Translator of Otto's Compendium of
adopting the views recommended in the text. The length of Mr. South's notes will perhaps surprise our readers. In the first thirty pages, they bear a proportion to the text of about two-thirds to one-third, consisting chiefly of compilations from the works of the most recent writers on inflammation. Now, if so much additional matter were required to adapt the work for English readers, we think that the indefatigable translator might, without much increase of labour, have himself written a systematic book on surgery, which would be more useful and more acceptable to the rising generation of surgeons than the work he has translated and edited. We think too, that these very copious notes affect the character of the original. They clearly indicate its poverty and insufficiency, and if they render the translation more comprehensive than the original, they likewise render it less concise and didactic. It is time, however, that our readers should have an opportunity of forming their own opinion on the merits of this work, and of the translator's labours. We consider it an omission that the translator has neglected to notice the acute ulcer of the duodenum which Mr. Curling has shown to be of common occurrence after severe burns, and is often the immediate cause of a fatal termination by causing diarrhoea or hemorrhage into the bowels. Long notes are given on the subject of scars, and the treatment of contractions after the healing of burns, and the translator gives the minute particulars of a case operated on by him according to Earle's method, but in which he admits that success was by no means decisive, though the case was proceeding satisfactorily.
In the chapters on Frostbite, Boil, and Carbuncle, we find nothing remarkable.
The third section treats of Inflammation in certain special organs. We think the arrangement by which inflammation of the various organs is described separately from the other affections of the part, a faulty one. This head embraces so many subjects, that we can only find space to allude to a few points of novelty and interest. Women who do not suckle, or who wean their children early, are recommended, in order to prevent inflammation of the breast, to " use a strict diet, encourage perspiration, take purgatives ; apply cotton fumigated with sugar to the breasts, rub the nipples often with spittle, and support the breasts." The directions given by us in italics, our readers will think better suited for old-fashioned nurses than for the students of 1845. In reference to the disputed point of practice, the opening of breast-abscess, we entirely concur in the following views which are well-expressed by Mr 
